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GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN, BRISBANE. BULLETIN NO. 8 OF 1947, 


Persons Receiving Unemployment Benefit, December, 1946. 


By arrangement with the Commonwealth Statistician the following 
figures are available from his detailed tabulations of unemployed persons in 
Queensland who are in receipt of unemployment benefit. The tabulations show 
districts of residence, together with causes of unemployment and industries 
within each district. This Bulletin deals only with those in receipt of 
unemployment benefit, no account being taken of those awaiting benefits or those 
who do not apply. The figures shown here, therefore, cover only 2 pert of the 
total unemployment field, although the proportions due to the various causes and 
in the various industries are broadly applicable to the total. Those receiving 
sickness or special benefits are also excluded. 


Comparison with Previous Months. 


The December figures show an increase of 2,475 over November, 
and 3,259 over October, as follows:- 


End_of Month. Malese Females. Total. 
October oe ee 2,814 86 2 , 200 
November os ee 5,570 94. 5,664 
December ee oe O,97L 168 6,109 


Figures earlier than October do not give a normal comparison as they were 
inflated by strikes in June and July. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of December, 
1946 was 168 compared with 94 in November. The Rockhampton District fisure rose 
from 21 in November to 82 in December, of whom 66 were previously employed in 
meatworks. In addition to these there were 18 in Brisbane district, 14 in 
Ipswich district, 15 in Maryborough district and 59 spread through the rest of 
the State. 


The increase in seasonal unemployment became more pronounced 
during December as will be seen from the following figures which show the chief 
causes of unemployment in October, November, and December and the increase 
during December due to each cause. 


Increase 

Cause of Unemployment. October. November. December, in December. 
Medical unfitness for type 

of work, work too heavy oo. 109 116 116 - 
Inefficiency, incompetence 4112 113 136 20 
Establishment closed, 

reduction of staff oe 491 595 714 119 
Replaced by re-instated 

servicemen oe ee 116 120 134 14 
Shortage of materials oe 1350 2 SG 240 69 
Seasonal work and weather 

conditions ee eo 276 727 2,065 1,636 
Casual work ee oe 495 520 781 261 
Discharged or laid off for 

other reasonS ee ee 438 428 478 50 
Quitted because work too 

heavy, medically unfit, etc. 254 286 405 119 
Quitted for other reasons .-« £79 197 273 84, 
Not previously employed Pe \ O20 391 4.94 103 


2, 900 5 664 4109 2,475 
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BUMETIN 10, (Contd) 


The increases due to establishments being closed and to casual 
work could also be connected with seasonal work, but apart from this there 
were fair increases in nunber's who quitted their jobs and in the numbers who 
had not previously been einployed. 


Comparison of the increase in the totals receiving benefit in 
each district in December further stresses the seasonal nature of the rise in 
benefit payments, The following figures show districts which increased by more 
than 100 during December, arranged by size of increase. 


District. November, December. Increase.» 
Rockhampton oe 345 853 508 
Mackay eo oe 256 629 373 
Brisbane es 1,650 1,965 Oo) 
Bundaberg a 288 2050 262 
Cairns 0° oe 179 415 256 
Townsville ve ata: 335 164 
Innisfail es 37 195 158 


Apart from Brisbane all these areas are sugar or meatworks 
districts. All sugar and meatworks districts (not only those listed above) 
accounted for a rise of 1,811 out of a total State rise of 2,475, i.se., more 
than two-thirds of the rise. It should be mentioned that the Rockhampton 
figures reflect the easing off of operations at meatworks in both Rockhampton 
and Gladstone, 


Causes by Districts. 


The attached table (No. I) shows the main causes of unemployment 
in each district. The totals along the bottom of the sheet show the numbers 
unemployed from each cause while the totalson the right show the numbers 
unemployed in each district, and the number unemployed per 10,000 population 
in main groups of districts. The Brisbane district figure is still the highest 
but due to the increase in other areas, it now represents a smaller proportion 
of its population than is the case for the State as a whole. Comparison of 
the rates per 10,000 population shows the high figure for the north coast 
sugar areas, the central meat areas and the south coast sugar areas. 


industries by Districts. 


Table No. II shows the industries in which those drawing benefit 
are normally engaged, The totals at the foot of the sheet sive the numbers in 
each industry group for the State. Food and drink factories have the highest 
total (nearly 30 per cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit) and the 
bulk of this is in meatworks and sugar mills. This is followed by agriculture, 
pastoral and deirying (about 20 per cent. of the total), building and 
construction, discharged servicemen and ex-employees of Australian and Allied 
forces (mostly in Brisbane). 


During December in the north coast sugar areas, there was a rise 
of 404 in sugar mills and 462 on farms. In Rockhampton, meatworks 
unemployment increased by 421, while in the south coast sugar areas mill 
unemployment increased by 95 and field labour by 119. The numbers were well 
distributed through the other industry groups in Brisbane, Toowoomba, 
Rockhampton and Townsville districts. 


S. E. SOLOMON. 


Acting Government Statistician. 


BRISBANE, 
17th March, 1947. 
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